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Curation Origin

Musician MA Shui-long (1939-2015) is one of the most
respected composers in Taiwan. This year marks the
tenth anniversary of his passing. His works beautifully
integrate Taiwanese cultural elements with Western

compositional techniques.

To honor this milestone, a special concert and exhibition
have been organized to celebrate his lifelong contribu-
tions to the arts, music education, cultural policy, and

international exchange.

The exhibition will explore MA Shui-long’s life and

creative journey through five key themes:

» Biography of MA Shui-long

* Artistic Journey and Musical Vision

* A Creative Approach Where "Music is Seen and Painting Heard"
* Legacy in Culture and the Arts

* A Lifelong Companion—Love, Music, and the Quiet Strength Beside Him
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Biography of MA Shui-long

MA Shui-long (1939-2015) was a pioneering Taiwanese
composer known for blending local elements with Western
modernist techniques. His notable works, including “A
Sketch of the Rain Harbor"”, "Concerto For Bamboo Flute and
Orchestra”, "Rhapsody in Kuan Du", “The Invisible Temple”

etc. His works have been performed worldwide. Beyond
composition, MA played a vital role in arts education, he was
the only composer to receive honorary doctorates from
three national universities and serve as a university president.
His contributions earned him numerous awards, including

the Special Contribution Award at the Golden Melody

Awards and the Order of the Brilliant Star.

To honor his impact, the Taiwan Music Institute hosts the
"Seeing Music, Listening to Painting—Ma Shui-Long 10t
Anniversary Memorial Exhibition" at the National Kaohsiung
Center for the Arts (Weiwuying). This event will highlight his

life, works, and influence on the music history of Taiwan.
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Introduction to the Exhibition

Born in the Rainy Harbor— Personality Formation and Education
MA Shui-long grew up in the hardships and poverty of the postwar era, and despite family

responsibilities and health challenges, he pursued his artistic calling with unwavering dedication.

Artistic Journey and Musical Vision
MA Shui-long studied in Germany, and yet he explored his cultural roots and strived to develop a modern
musical style of his own. After returning to Taiwan, MA Shui-long defined his style, bridged musical

traditions form different cultures, and pursue a career in music.

A Creative Approach where "Music is Seen and Painting Heard."
MA Shui-long also loves painting deeply which influenced his musical compositions; in his later years,

he expressed his free spirit through painting, blending visual and auditory arts.

Legacy in Culture and the Arts

MA not only made lasting contributions to music composition but
also devoted himself to advancing music education in Taiwan
and promoting Taiwanese contemporary music on the

international stage.

A Lifelong Companion—
Love, Music, and the Quiet Strength Beside Him
MA Shui-long and HSU Tze-jeng were very close; she supported

his work and life, and still promotes his music.
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