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After ZHUGE Liang's death, the power of the Shu-Han Dynasty begins to decline, like a big vessel slowly
sinking into the depths of the ocean. The founding heroes of the dynasty are no more, and their descen-
dants have to find ways to survive amidst the state's struggles. ZHUGE Zhan, the only son of ZHUGE
Liang, enjoys the favor of LIU Chan, the second Emperor of Shu-Han. ZHUGE Zhan not only inherited his
father's title from a young, but also married the daughter of LIU Chan, and subsequently received a series
of promotions as an official. ZHUGE Liang's kindness to the people lives on in the hearts of the common-
ers, and so they hold his son in similar high regard. However, ZHUGE Zhan doesn't want to live in the
shadow of his father, ZHUGE Zhan is determined to prove that he is more than "the son of the Crouching
Dragon. " Little did he expect that the harder he tries to get out of his father's shadow, the more closely it
follows him.

After LIU Bei crowns himself Emperor of Shu-Han, he leads an army to attack Wu Kingdom but is bitterly
defeated at the Battle of Yiling. Before he passes away, LIU Bei entrusts the heavy responsibilities of
advising his son and revitalizing the Shu-Han Dynasty to Imperial Chancellor ZHUGE Liang, who later
makes it his mission to carry on LIU Bei's legacy. ZHUGE Liang devotes the rest of his life to the north-
ward expansion of the Shu-Han territory until the end of his days. Just before he descends into his eter-
nal slumber, ZHUGE Liang recalls that fateful day, a day that seemed eternal...
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TANG MEI YUN Taiwanese Opera Company has entered its 26th year with its head held high and has
always aimed at "inheriting tradition and fostering innovation." The company is committed to elevating
traditional opera to the level of fine art. This who-else-but-me sense of mission drives the troupe to
actively engage in cross-boundary cooperation and the cultivation of talents. Through joint performances
with senior and outstanding actors from different fields, the troupe hopes to transform the public stereo-
type of Taiwanese opera with various ingenuity and creativity and attract the old, middle, and young gen-
erations to let the prosperity of Taiwanese opera reappear.
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ZHUGE Zhan, ZHUGE Liang's son, was born a year before the northern expeditions. When ZHUGE Liang
passed away during the battle of Wuzhang Plains, ZHUGE Zhan was only eight years old. As such, they
didn't have much time together. In Zhuge Liang - A Promise Never Forgotten, ZHUGE Zhan takes the stage
and begins with his desire to escape from the immense shadow of his father. So this is a journey of a son
observing his father and seeking his father's presence, where the past and present intertwine. The story
takes place during the crumbling years of Shu Han Kingdom, where Emperor LIU Chan and ZHUGE Zhan
find themselves torn between inheriting the dream of the northern expeditions or ceasing the expeditions
and seeking peace for the people. Although these two "unfilial sons" ultimately couldn't prevent the
downfall of Shu Han Kingdom, they also used their own ways to protect the country and its people. The
concluding dialogue between father and son is ZHUGE Zhan's imagination, a redemption of their familial
bond. It resolves the regrets between father and son and allows ZHUGE Liang to return to his fatherly
role, showcasing his sensitive and gentle side.

The bond between LIU Bei and ZHUGE Liang, the lord and his chancellor, is indeed a major focus of this
play. Many people are curious as to why ZHUGE Liang is willing to devote himself wholeheartedly and
make sacrifices to assist LIU Bei and his son. The answer to this question may have been known on the
day they met, but it takes a lifetime to truly answer it. ZHUGE Liang's dedication is not only to repay the
kindness shown to him but also to fulfill his own vision of the "Way," the spirit of Taoism. In a turbulent
era, regardless of how treacherous the situation is, he walks firmly on that path with unwavering deter-
mination, like a solitary traveler scaling the mountains in his heart..."Mountains" thus become the imagery
on the stage, representing obstacles that await refinement and transformation.

(The content is an extract from house program Directing Concept.)
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Artistic Director & Producer | TANG Mei-yun

Director | DAl Jun-fang*

Playwright | CHEN Jian-xing

Costume Designer | HUANG Wen-ying

Stage Designer | Samuel WANG

Video Designer | WANG Yi-sheng

Lighting Designer | QIU Yi-xin

Music Designer, Conductor | JI Jun-da

Vocal Composer | CHEN Xin-han

Dance Designer | CHANG Yi-chun

Photographer | CAl Rong-feng

Stage Manager | LIU Yi-ting

Performers | TANG Mei-yun, TANG Wen-hua * XU Xiu-nian, Xiao-Mi
TSOU Tzu-ai* LIN Fang-yi, HUANG Yu-jhen, ZENG Mei-ping
DU Jian-wei, LI Jia, WU Min-zhen, WU Yi-zhen, LIANG Fang-yu
CHEN Bo-zhen, LIU Jia-ying, CHEN Sin-huei, and
TANG MEI YUN Taiwanese Opera Company
(* Special Guest from GuoGuang Opera Company )

Audio Description Designer | WU Yi-ying

Touch Tour Designer | LIN Ming-hui

Audio Description and Touch Tour |

Commissioned by National Kaohsiung Center for the Arts (Weiwuying) &

National Taichung Theater

Touch tour & Audio Description is provided for this program on

2023.10.8 Sun.
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