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Synopsis

Richters Patterns (2016), emerged as a collaboration between painter Gerhard RICHTER
and Ensemble Musikfabrik , composer Marcus SCHMICKLER and director Corinna BELZ.

The initial impulse for this project dates back to the publication of RICHTER's Patterns book
in 2011. RICHTER applied to a single abstract painting, the method of division and mirror
imaging in a rigorous cycle of repetition, which results in the striking and unexpected
series of patterns.

Director Corinna BELZ, known for her feature length documentary Gerhard Richter Painting,
used a detail of a photo that RICHTER gave her in 2015 to create a movie that wasn't
filmed with a camera but generated by a computer algorithm programmed for the project.
The film, which lasts 32 minutes, consists of more than 60,000 individual frames that
were produced, processed and then edited to create moving images. The film is compiled
from numerous ornamental patterns. The structures gradually become more refined,
culminating in a rapid movement of horizontal stripes.

The strong visual rhythm in RICHTER's art is a frequent talking point, making it a logical
step to add a layer of music to this cinematographic take on his work. You could even say
that Marcus SCHMICKLER's music makes the optical pulse, arising from the animation
of the images, audible. The music was not composed to an edited film, but instead
SCHMICKLER wrote the music in parallel with the film's creation. The film and composition
follow their own independent logic, at times creating friction between images and sound.
SCHMICKLER wanted to extend that method (divide, mirror, repeat) into the field sound
and time instead of creating a score. Thus, the music develops at an extremely slow tempo,
so the impression of a linear passage of time recedes into the background. Listeners
experience these sounds as if they are looking at a painting. The music "extends" Gerhard
RICHTER's experiment of decomposing a reproduction of one of his "Abstract Images"” into
vertical stripes around the domain of sound and time.

This "extension” takes place at the level of the material and the musical syntax. Form parts
are repeated and mirrored in different scales. Complex chords are pushed further and
further into each other on a vertical level until they produce microtonal lines. These repeat
themselves and unfold again into the motivic, finally becoming audible as a spectrum
augmented into the world of overtones. Furthermore, Richters Patterns is a double
"extension” of RICHTER's conception: also on the level of the cultural, the composition
reflects the process to which the famous painter subjects and reworks his own material.



Visual Artist | Gerhard RICHTER
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The German artist Gerhard RICHTER (1932 born in Dresden) developed his independent
oeuvre of paintings from 1962, while still a student at the Disseldorf Art Academy, initially
on the basis of photographic models. He later expanded his painting to include a wide
variety of abstract styles. In addition to paintings and objects, RICHTER's complex oeuvre
also includes drawings, watercolors, overpainted photographs and editions. His works
can be found in important museum collections and are exhibited worldwide. RICHTER is
considered one of the most important and influential living artists. The creation of Gerhard
RICHTER's Cologne Cathedral Window, unveiled in 2007, was accompanied by film-maker
Corinna BELZ in a documentary. In 2011, BELZ' feature-length documentary Gerhard
Richter Painting was released. 2015 saw a third collaboration for the abstract films Richters
Patterns and Moving Picture (946-3).



Composer | Marcus SCHMICKLER
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Marcus SCHMICKLER (1968- ) is a composer specializing in contemporary and electronic
music. He resides in Cologne and in Graz. SCHMICKLER's work deals with the convergence
of computer music, ensemble composition, performance, and science. His compositions
create unique auditory spaces. Exploring a range of techniques from Shepard tones to ring
modulations, SCHMICKLER harnesses their compositional potential, delving into sonic
exploration through data sonification and otoacoustic emissions.

Additionally, he contributes texts on music theory to various publications, including
MusikTexte, and his musical works have been featured in about 50 LPs and CDs.
SCHMICKLER has been the recipient of numerous accolades, including the esteemed
Rome Prize from the German Academy Villa Massimo. He has taught at Bard College,
CalArts, Robert Schumann Hochschule. His compositions have been performed by notable
ensembles such as Neue Vocalsolisten, Ensemble Musikfabrik, Schlagquartett Koln,
Ensemble Recherche, Kdlner Kurrende, Staatskapelle Weimar, Ensemble Ruhr, WDR
Rundfunk Chor, WDR Rundfunk Orchestra, and RSAMD Chamber Choir, among others.



Director | Corinna BELZ
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Corinna BELZ studied philosophy, history of art and media sciences in Cologne and
Berlin . She has written and directed numerous film productions, including Life After
Microsoft (2001) and Other American Voices (2002, awarded the Filmpreis des Deutschen
Anwaltvereins). Her first film documenting Gerhard RICHTER's work, The Cologne Cathedral
Window (2007), was awarded the World Media Gold Award- Art Documentaries. Her
feature-length cinema documentary Gerhard Richter Painting (2011), won the German Film
Prize in Gold (highest honors in German cinema). In 2016, her feature-length documentary
Peter Handke. In the Woods, Might be Late premiered at the Film Festival Locarno, Official
Selection. 2015 saw a new collaboration with Gerhard RICHTER for the abstract films
Richters Patterns and Moving Picture (946-3). BELZ' cinema documentary Inside the Uffizi
(2021) and Thomas Schiitte, | am Not Alone (2023) won much critical acclaim and had
international festival success. Corinna BELZ lives in Cologne and Berlin.
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