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Agathe, the daughter of forester Kuno, has come to pray with the pious hermit. He reveals something
disturbing to her: Agathe and her fiancé Max are threatened by an unknown danger. For her protection,
he gives her consecrated roses as a bridal gift.

ACTI

At a shooting contest, the hermit's hunch comes true: instead of the experienced young hunter Max, the
peasant Kilian hits the bullseye. It is as if the devil had a hand in it. Max becomes the laughingstock of
the village and gets deeply insecure because the next day, he has to complete a trial shooting. Only if he
succeeds will he be allowed to marry the forester's daughter and take over as the forester. The custom
goes back to Kuno's great-grandfather. He long ago was entrusted with the hereditary forestry as a
reward for killing a deer without hurting the poacher tied to the animal. The hunter Kaspar, who is also
in love with Agathe, takes advantage of Max's desperation. He gives him his rifle, with which Max shoots
down an eagle from a great height without much effort. Kaspar explains the secret lies in the magic
bullets (German: Freikugeln). These are molded at midnight in the Wolf's Glen...

ACTII

When Max shoots at the eagle, the picture of the old forester falls, slightly wounding Agathe. Tensely, she
awaits her fiancé's return. Her cousin Annchen tries to cheer her in vain. Agathe cannot shake the feeling
of falling under the spell of dark forces. Even her faith cannot put her mind at ease for long because when
Max returns, his behavior is most worrisome. He tells her of his successful shot at an impossible mark
and soon takes his leave to get a shot deer from the Wolf's Glen - or so he claims. Agathe's warnings do
not get through to Max, who feels tossed by fate. In the Wolf's Glen, Kaspar calls upon Samiel, the devil.
Kaspar has made a pact with the devil and now owes him new sacrifices. He offers him Max, who will soon
arrive to mold the magic bullets. Six of these magic bullets will hit the hunter's desired target but the
seventh is controlled by the devil. Kaspar suggests: Samiel should direct the bullet at Agathe. Her death
would destroy the groom. Samiel agrees: "Tomorrow it is him — or you!" Finally, Max arrives, plagued by
doubts. But a vision of Agathe trying to take her own life eventually convinces him that only the magic
bullets can help him achieve marital bliss. In a magical and energy-sapping procedure, the devil's tool
gets created.

ACTII

The all-important day is here. Max already used up three of his magic bullets to demonstrate his
marksmanship. He asks Kaspar for his bullets, but Kaspar mischievously shoots his last bullet into the
air; thus, the only remaining bullet is the devil's bullet. Agathe is anxious about her nightmare: she was
as a white dove which Max shot. Annchen’s attempt to interpret the dream positively does not convince
Agathe at all. She reluctantly lets the bridesmaids help her put on the wedding dress. To everyone's great
dismay, the wedding jewelry box contains not a bridal but a funeral wreath. The hermit's consecrated
roses bring comfort as they easily twine into a new wreath. Everything is prepared for the trial shooting.
Ottokar challenges Max to shoot a white dove. Agathe shouts: "Do not shoot, Max, for | am the dove!" But
she is too late. The bullet hits the devil's desired mark. However, it is not Agathe because the consecrated



roses protect her, but Kaspar. He dies, cursing heaven and Samiel, whereas Max confesses to having
deviated from the path of virtue for the sake of his happiness. Ottokar punishes him with banishment. That
is when the hermit appears. He asks for sympathy and mitigates the punishment into a probation year in
which the sinner must prove himself. As a result of all the suffering, he decrees: "Therefore, never again
will the trial shooting take place!”
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