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Program Notes

J. S. BACH: Jesu, Joy of Man’s Desiring, BWV 147

This beloved work comes from BACH's 1723 cantata Heart and Mouth and Deed and Life. The
famous melody was not originally composed by BACH but derives from the 1642 hymn "Werde
munter, mein Gem(te" by the German composer Johann SCHOP. Later paired with a chorale text,
where it is accompanied by an ensemble featuring oboes and trumpets. Today, it remains one of
BACH's most cherished pieces.

J. S. BACH: Sinfonia from Cantata, BWV 29

The Sinfonia is the opening movement of BACH’s cantata We Thank You, God, We Thank You,
which was composed for the inauguration of Leipzig's town council. In the Baroque period, the
term Sinfonia generally referred to an instrumental introduction. The melody is taken from the
Prelude of BACH's Partita No. 3 for Solo Violin in € Major and is played on the solo pipe organ,
with continuous melodic lines of both brilliance and solemnity.

F. SOWANDE: Go Down, Moses

Fela SOWANDE, often regarded as the “Father of Nigerian Music,” was one of the most influential
African composers of the twentieth century. His music combines Western classical techniques
with the folk traditions of his native country. Written in 1955, Go Down, Moses is based on the
African-American spiritual of the same name. SOWANDE starts the melody in the pedals, gradual-
ly enriches the harmony, and transforms the familiar tune into various variations.

Alan MENKEN: The Bells of Notre Dame from The Hunchback of Notre Dame, arr. by Anna
LAPWOOD

The 1996 Disney film The Hunchback of Notre Dame, which is based on Victor HUGO's classic
novel, tells the story of Quasimodo, the kind-hearted but physically deformed bell-ringer of Notre
Dame Cathedral. The opening number, The Bells of Notre Dame, introduces his story through a
narrator's voice, presenting it with the grandeur and dramatic flair typical of a stage musical.
This piece was arranged for the pipe organ by Anna LAPWOOD, currently the UK's most popular
organist.

€. MORRICONE: A Mozart Reincarnated & Gabriel’s Oboe, arr. by CHEN Yu-hsiang

Ennio MORRICONE is generally considered to be one of the greatest film composers of our time
and is acclaimed for composing memorable melodies full of character and emotion. A Mozart
Reincarnated comes from The Legend of 1900, depicting the extraordinary life of a pianist who
never sets foot on land, while Gabriel’s Oboe, from The Mission, accompanies the Jesuit mission-
aries’ journey into the South American rainforest. The organist will perform live improvisations
on these two melodies.

M. DURUFLE: Choral varié sur le théme du Veni Creator, Op. 4

This piece was composed in 1931, when Maurice DURUFLE was serving as assistant to Louis
VIERNE at the Notre-Dame Cathedral in Paris, and was dedicated to his mentor. The piece opens
with a Gregorian chant and is followed by four contrasting variations: the first presents the
chant in the pedal beneath ornamented manual writing; the second is in higher registers for the
manuals alone; the third develops the melody in canon; and the final variation is a toccata which
restores the chant in the pedals while brilliant figurations culminate in a majestic conclusion.
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Dr. CHEN Yu-hsiang holds a Doctor of Musical Arts degree from the
University of lowa and a Master's degree from the Manhattan
School of Music. She won the Best Performance award at the 30th
Traditional Arts Golden Melody Awards for her album, Rainy Night
Organ Sounds: Listening to Taiwan’s Oldest Pipe Organ. Currently
serving as Chairperson of the Taiwan Organ Association, she is
dedicated to the heritage and public promotion of organ art.
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Abby CHU is Orgelkids Taiwan music director. She graduated from
National Kaohsiung Normal University studying Performing Arts
and has served as a host of Educational Lecture Recitals for
Organ, lecturer of the Organ Workshop in  Weiwuying and
Pingtung Performing Arts Center, the music director of Orgelkids
Taiwan Summer Music Camp.
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GREAT BIG BOOK ABOUT THE PIPE ORGAN OF WEIWUYING
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Asia’s largest and most unique pipe organ is right here at Weiwuying.

You'll learn all about it in this vividly illustrated book!
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Learn about The Weiwuying Pipe Organ ~ !
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