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Program Notes

J.S.BACH : Organ Concerto in d minor, BWV 596
S. RACHMANINOFF : Vocalise, Op. 34 No. 14

Elvis PRESLEY : Can’t Help Falling in Love

E. ELGAR :"Nimrod” from Enigma Variations Op. 36
E. ELGAR : Salut d’Amour

L. JANACEK : “Varhany solo” from Glagolitic Mass

J. BRAHMS : Hungarian Dance No. 5

Every musical note contains its composer’s passion for the world, and these bits of musical
language have long been interpreted differently by both performers and listeners. For this concert,
we first have J.S.BACH's Organ Concerto in d minor, written in his 20s. He made numerous
rearrangements of VIVALDI's work and, by studying the past, established a strong foundation for
his Later brilliance exemplified by this concerto, a rearrangement of VIVALDI's Concerto in d minor
for two violins and cello. In BACH's homage to his slightly older contemporary, you hear VIVALDI's
signature double-violin melodic lines and BACH's rarely used Sicilian dance tempo alongside his
own musical texture and clever fugue.

About 300 years later, Russian Romantic S. RACHMANINOFF wrote Vocalise, in which a piano-ac-
companied soprano portrays a variety of emotions despite the entirety of the lyrics being a single
vowel. It was later rearranged for many instruments.

With the rise of pop music, people became more willing to express love, such as Elvis PRESLEY's
Can’t Help Falling in Love, from the film Blue Hawaii, which intoxicated music lovers around the
world.

Each variation of 20th-century British composer E. ELGAR's Enigma Variations is named after his
wife or one of his friends. The most famous, “Nimrod,” is about friendship and dedicated to a
publisher named Augustus JAEGER, who encouraged the composer during a time of despair.
ELGAR also wrote a musical love letter, Salut d’Amour, to his beloved fiancée, Caroline. First
composed for violin and piano, it moved the world, hence later rearrangements for numerous other
instruments.

Elsewhere in Europe, Czech composer L. JANACEK wrote Glagolitic Mass from an ancient Slavic
mass. In the penultimate movement, the bold “Varhany solo,” with its tempo and melody of perpet-
ual motion, expresses his great love for his people and faith. The highly challenging foot-pedal solo
is @ major test of skill. Finally German composer J. BRAHMS' lighthearted Hungarian Dance No. 5
was written among many solemn pieces. A pure love for music emanates from it and has turned

many people into classical music fans!
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Dr. LIU Hsin-Hung holds a Doctor of Musical Arts degree from the Univer-
sity of Washington and is currently a professor at Tainan Theological
College. He was a visiting scholar at the University of British Columbia and
Vancouver School of Theology in 2015 and 2016. LIU is a member of the
American Guild of Organists (AGO) and serves as the chair of the AGO's
Taiwan Chapter.
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Abby CHU is Orgelkids Taiwan music director. She graduated from Nation-
al Kaohsiung Normal University studying Performing Arts and has served
as a host of Educational Lecture Recitals for Organ, lecturer of the Organ
Workshop in Weiwuying and Pingtung Performing Arts Center, the music
director of Orgelkids Taiwan Summer Music Camp.
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Asia’s largest and most unique pipe organ is right here at Weiwuying.
You'll learn all about it in this vividly illustrated book!
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