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Program Notes

C. ORFF:'0 Fortuna’ from Carmina Burana, arr. by Sean JACKSON

Based on the Medieval poetry collection Carmina Burana, the piece is filled with repeated melody,
rhythm, and a sense of the Middle Ages, becoming a hit upon its debut. The first movement, “O
Fortuna,” expresses fate's impermanence and uncontrollability, growing into one of the main-
stream'’s favorite classical pieces.

F. MENDELSSOHN: War March of the Priests, from Athalie

F. MENDELSSOHN is commonly believed to be the happiest composer ever because of his family’s
wealth, which allowed him to compose and conduct freely and, in 1843, found the Conservatorium
der Musik in Leipzig. He was invited by the new Persian king to write incidental music for a series of
plays, including Athalie, and War March of the Priests is one of the most famous movements from it.

J.S.BACH: Chorale Prelude on Wachet auf, ruft uns die stimme, BWV 645

Chorales were written for Christians to sing during Sunday worship. The preludes were adapta-
tions of the chorales and played by the organ indicating what comes next. The melody of this piece
is an adaptation from the fourth movement of the composer's cantata by the same name (BWV
140), and the lyrics come from a Lutheran hymn. This is one of J. S. BACH’s most famous melodies.

L. BOELLMANN : IV. Toccata from Suite Gothique, Op. 25

The word “gothic” was originally used in the Renaissance era to describe the perceived primitive-
ness of medieval architecture, so it is surprising that "Gothic Renaissance”emerged in the 18th cen-
tury when elements of medieval mystery like vampires and old castles became popular. During
this craze, 19th century French composer L. BOELLMANN wrote Suite Gothique with multiple
minor-key melodies, quick tone clusters, and bass harmonies, generating allure within a sense of
mystery that you cannot help but want to hear again.

Traditional Taiwanese Folk Melodies, arr. by Sean JACKSON

Organist Sean JACKSON has lived in Taiwan for years and, out of his love for the local music
culture, has rearranged three classics. The first is “High Green Mountains,” the theme song for the
1949 film Happenings in Alishan. HUANG Yau-tai's 1952 version in Taiwanese Indigenous style was
a hitin its time. Second is HSU Shih's “Anping Memories” (1951), relating a tragic love story of a
Eurasian girlin love with a Dutch ship doctor. Finally, “A Rainy Night at the Port,” originally an
instrumental piece for trumpet inspired by the Keelung harbor, was given lyrics by LU Chuan-tzu
to express the melancholy of sailors whose home is wherever they happen to be at sea.

ATaiwan Soundscape, arr. by Sean JACKSON

Sean JACKSON is inspired by sounds we commonly hear in Taiwan, from the music that plays at
convenience stores to LINE notification sound effects and music on MRT platforms. You will be
surprised at how he turns these common sounds into beautiful music. As a musician, he is always
attuned to the melodies around him and that Taiwan is a rich musical landscape: everywhere has a
theme song, which is quite different from the US, where the public transportation seems to have
no unique sense. This piece exhibits the personal connection the organist feels to these sounds,
especially a place he loves to frequent: 7-11.
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JACKSON completed his undergraduate studies at the Royal College

of Music and graduated from The Juilliard School with Master's and
Doctorate degrees in 2004. He has served as Director. of Music and
Organist in Northeastern USA churches and recorded numerous solo
and collaborative albums. Alongside private lessons, he teaches at the
Taiwan Graduate School of Theology. He currently resides in Taipei.
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Crossover vocalist, university lecturer, and head of TOTAL Music
Theatre, CHAN has a Master's Degree in Vocal Performance and
Graduate Performance Diploma in Opera from the Peabody Conser-

vatory. Hailed in the Washington Post for “singing with melting
warmth,” she believes that singing can make everything better in life.
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Asia’s largest and most unique pipe organ is right here at Weiwuying.
You'll learn all about it in this vividly illustrated book!
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