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Dr. LIU Hsin-Hung holds a Doctor of Musical Arts degree from the University of Washington and is currently a
professor at Tainan Theological College and Seminary and an adjunct professor at Taipei National University of the Arts
and Tainan University of Technology. He was a visiting scholar at the University of British Columbia and Vancouver

School of Theology in 2015 and 2016. LIU is a member of the American Guild of Organists (AGO) and serves as the chair
of the AGO's Taiwan Chapter.
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An outstanding soloist and accompanist on the international stage, JACKSON has performed in the many countries

worldwide. Since 2004 he has served as organist and director of music at churches in Northeastern USA. To date, he has
recorded numerous solo and collaborative albums.
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Organist, pianist, and harpsichordist; recipient of the NTCH Prominent Young Musician and Chunghsing Arts Award for
music. Currently teaching at Soochow University Department of Music, CHEN is often invited to write music-related articles,
and her written works are published on her blog Chen Hsiang-yu's Music World.
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Abby CHU is Orgelkids Taiwan music director. She graduated from National Kaohsiung Normal University studying
Performing Arts and has served as a host of Educational Lecture Recitals for Organ, lecturer of the Organ Workshop in
Pingtung Performing Arts Center and Weiwuying, the music director of Orgelkids Taiwan Summer Music Camp.
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Program Notes

L. VIERNE: Carillon de Westminster, Opus 54, No. 6

Variations on a French Bell Carol, arr. by Jerry WESTENKUEHLER

J.F. WADE: Adeste Fideles, arr. by Jeanne DEMESSIEUX

Spirituals Go, Tell it on the Mountain, arr. by Elliott RICHARD

P. TCHAIKOVSKY: “Dance of the Sugar Plum Fairy” from The Nutcracker Suite, Op. 713, No. 2b
Spirituals He's Got Whole World, Jazz arr. by Joel RANEY

M. DUPRE: Variations on Adeste Fideles

A. ADAM: Cantique de Noél

C. WIDOR: Toccata from Symphony No 5 in f minor, Op. 42/1

When Christmas approaches, thoughts naturally turn to churches and blessings. What better musical
instrument to evoke the spirit of Christmas than the organ, a cornerstone of church music? This year,
we are honored to invite three eminent organists from "Explore the Pipe Organ” series: LIU Hsin-hung,
CHEN Hsiang-yu, and Sean JACKSON. Their collective performance promises to illuminate the festive
season's ambiance. Our musical journey begins with Carillon de Westminster, Opus 54, No. 6," com-
posed by the renowned French organist VIERNE in 1927. This piece draws inspiration from the bell
chimes of London's Westminster Abbey, popularly known as the Big Ben. The composition weaves
variations around this theme. Intriguingly, this melody has been adopted by Taiwanese schools to
mark the beginning and end of classes. We invite you to immerse yourself in the rich tapestry of its
variations. Following this is Variations on a French Bell Carol, masterfully arranged by Jerry WESTEN-
KUEHLER. This rendition captures the essence of the beloved carol Ding Dong! Merrily on High, inviting
listeners to hum along. We also introduce an evocative arrangement of the cherished Christmas hymn
Adeste Fideles by the talented French organist Jeanne DEMESSIEUX. Beyond Europe, American spiri-
tuals bring a distinctive timbre to religious music, with their heartfelt vocals offering solace. Showcas-
ing this genre, we present the poignant Go, Tell it on the Mountain, adapted by Elliott RICHARD. Classi-
cal music has frequently drawn inspiration from Christmas. A prime example is TCHAIKOVSKY's cele-
brated ballet score from The Nutcracker. This enchanting tale follows young Clara's adventures as,
with the help of her Nutcracker gift, she defeats the Mouse King and journeys through the Nutcrack-
er's kingdom. We'll feature the ballet's iconic "Dance of the Sugar Plum Fairy" from The Nutcracker
Suite. Hearing it performed on the organ promises a unique auditory experience. In another tribute to
American spirituals, we spotlight He's Got the Whole World in a jazz adaptation by Joel RANEY. Addi-
tionally, the previously mentioned Adeste Fideles returns in @ nuanced variation by the esteemed
French organist M. DUPRE, showcasing the organ's multifaceted tones. The tranquility of Christmas
Eve echoes in many compositions. Emblematic of this theme is Cantique de Noél" by 19th-century
French composer A. ADAM, a fixture in French Christmas midnight masses. To conclude our program,
we spotlight C. WIDOR, renowned for his ten organ symphonies that push the instrument's expressive
boundaries. We'll relish the Toccata from Symphony No 5 in F minor, Op. 42/1. With its intricate notes
and dynamic modulations, this piece epitomizes brilliance, heralding year-end joy and blessings.



