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The Story of Xi Lou Ji (Tale of the West Tower) is an operatic masterpiece by YUAN Yu-Ling of the late
Ming dynasty to early Qing dynasty. It consists of forty-four acts that recounts the story of a young scholar
and a courtesan, who fell in love with one another through composing music and lyrics. YU Juan, also
named YU Shu-Ye, is a scholar who won the first place in provincial imperial examinations. He is known
for his lyrical poetry which is popular among entertainment stages. MU Su-Hui, a courtesan in Suzhou,
has been sick of her career and thus refuses to serve customers by claiming being ill. MU Su-Hui finds
that the lyrics of The Sentiment of River Chu written by YU Shu-Ye reflects her own condition of exhaustion
and solitude, and falls for him. YU Shu-Ye is also aware of MU Su-Hui's admiration and asks to meet her.
On the West Tower, they encounter and fall in love with each other, singing The Sentiment of River Chu
as the vow for their marriage engagement. Instigated by ZHAO Bo-Jiang, YU's father forces MU Su-Hui to
move away. Meanwhile, the procuress seizes the opportunity to sell MU Su-Hui to CHI Tong, the son of
the grand chancellor. After a series of peculiar incidents and mis-delivery of messages, the lovers bid
brief farewell at the West Tower...

This version is directed by Taiwanese theatre director WANG Chia-Ming. Through a contemporary
viewpoint, WANG selected 15 extracts from the original opera and compiled them into a one-night perfor-
mance. The performance will portray the acts that are still widely presented on stage, including “Meeting
at the Tower”, “Tearing of the Book”, “Mis-delivery of the Message and Misconstruing Dream”. Not only
will it depict the deepest bond between the lead characters and the delicate texture of Kunqu Opera, but
also symbolize passing on the tradition. The director divides the act “Mis-delivery of the Message and
Misconstruing Dream” into two, making the former the prologue of the second act, and the latter the
epilogue. He also set all the illogical plots in a dream. The opera concludes when YU Shu-Ye is awake
from his illness, a liminal state of an undecided future, leaving no relief to the audience but bringing them
back to the most realistic live.
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Jiangsu Kunqu Opera Theatre
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Jiangsu Kungu Opera Theatre is a professional
theatre dedicating to the research, creativity and
performance of Kunqu Opera. Located in the
former site of Jiangning Institute in Nanjing
Chaotian Palace, it is directly affiliatet to Jiangsu
Performing Arts Group. The theatre is full of
talents and stars. The actors’ artistic foundation
is solid and holistic, with distinct style of Nankun
and Wu culture. The theatre also has a large
number of specialized repertoire of classics, and
endeavor to explore, protect and pass on the
heritage of Kunqu tradition by editing and
rearranging the classics series.
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Chien Kuo Foundation
For Arts And Culture
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Chien Kuo Foundation For Arts And Culture aims
to promote the contemporary aesthetics of lives
with humanistic values. Combining the traditional
and the contemporary, it hopes to inspire and
promote contemporary arts in daily life, and
established the foundation in 2011. Since 2002, it
has been devoted to the outreach program of
Kunqu, co-producing The Palace of Eternal Life
(2004) and The Dream of Nanke (2012) with
Chinese Kunku Theatre. In order to encourage
new talents, it invited young actors from Shanghai
Kunqu Opera Troupe, Jiangsu Performing Arts
Group-Kunqu Theatre, One-half Q Theater, and
Zhejiang Kunqu Opera Troupe to deliver a series
of performances and activities. Meanwhile, it
also published a well-researched book with
recording by Kunqu has been producing.
From 2012, it a broadcast program Kunqu Arts
Platform with Philharmonic Radio Taipei,
introducing and promoting Kunqu and other
traditional operatic forms. In 2015, it set up the
Facebook page Kunqu Arts Platform to invite
global dialogues and deliver international
information about Kunqu.
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iEi# Director
F 5B WANG Chia-Ming
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BS in Geography, National Taiwan University;
MFA in Theatre Directing, National Taipei University
of the Arts. WANG is currently the director of
Shakespeare's Wild Sisters Group, and also
teaching at National Taipei University of the Arts
and National Taiwan University. He has been
working on experimental theater for years and
has always kept his creative works a fusion of
tradition and innovation, a daring integration of
popularity and avant-garde. He is also absorbed
in probing the possibilities of new expressions of
languages, performance and audio/voice in
theater through cooperation with artists from
cross-genres. With the experiment of empty
space and the use of voice, he forces performers
to explore, to embrace and to deliberate on the
possibilities of theater, thereby creating a unique
style in the contemporary Taiwanese theater. His
works have twice won the Taishin Arts Awards:
The First Prize of Performing Arts and Jury's
Special Award.
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National Class Il Actor, Jiangsu Kunqu Opera
Theatre. Specialized in Xiaosheng, SHI graduated
from the Department of Kunqu Opera at Jiangsu
Provincial Drama School in 2005. He trained with
SHI Xiao-Mei, TSAl Zheng-Ren, YUE Mei-Ti, WANG
Shi-Yu, ZHOU Zhi-Gang, QIAN Zhen-Rong, WANG
Bin, and CHENG Min. In 2011, he officially became
a student of Kunqu master SHI Xiao-Mei. He was
awarded the “Top Ten New Talents” at the Nation-
al Kungu Young Actors Showcase, the “Gold
Award” at the 3rd Opera Red Plum Award of
Jiangsu Province, the “Outstanding Young Actor”
at the 4th China Kunqu Opera Art Festival,
the “Outstanding Performance Award” at
the 9th China Arts Festival, the “Protagonist
Award” at the 23rd Shanghai Magnolia Theatre
Performance Art Award, the “Performance
Award” at the first Zijin Jingkun Art Festival,
“Young Talents” of 2016 China Ministry of Culture,
and the first “Huang Xiao-Ci Drama Award"”.
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National Class Il Actor, Jiangsu
Kunqu Opera Theatre.
Specialized in Guimendan.
Trained with Kunqu master
ZHANG Ji-Qing from 2007. She
was awarded the “Gold Award”
at the first Opera Red Plum
Award, the “Top Ten New Talents”
from the National Kunqu Young Actors
Showcase, the First Prize at the
Chinese Opera Competition
“Liyuan Cup”, and “Excellent
Performance Award” at the
Fourth and Fifth China
Kunqu Opera Art Festival.
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SU{EEE7E HER¥ Production and Cast Team

E ¥ Taiwan
[EiBIRARS Dramaturgs

EIHER|AT#R Director/Adapter

=488 Art Consultant
2/ Narrative Space
${AEXET Stage Design
TESI@ERAIEMZR Painter

YEFELET Light Design
BREEE%ET Costume Design
BUEHEEE Production Director
EAESE Stage Manager
#4TEE Executive Producer

1TEHEIT Marketing
ST Sound Execution
iR B 1% Video

HhEIRBE China

EE{{THEES Artistic Director
FLEHRES HRERACER

Music Director/Arrangement
E{f7F5E Artistic Consultant
$5EET Instructor

BI&;E Associate Director

$@E4E%5T Gong/Drum Design

SEHIFEEE Production Coordinator

1TH#%E Producer

1TEIEh1T Executive Producer
$E /R E Technical Director
BRZ¢ Costume

1Ei% Make-up
7E 18 Helmet
3EE Props
JE Lights
E% Sound
% Subtitles
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National Theater & Concert Hall
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HEEE LIN He-Yi

FEZi WANG An-Qi
FFHBJ WANG Chia-Ming
I HUANG Wen-Ying
F141% HUANG Yi-Ru
FKBIE LIN Shao-Han
#ZE SU Meng-Hong

FXRZ WANG Tian-Hong
FR{EBL CHEN Jia-Min
EEHELE YANG Ya-Ting
FAT8Z LIN Dai-Rong
SR HSU Pei-Shan
#2:F40 YANG Han-Ru
{AIfXE HO Hsin-Yi

FEPHEEZE FLY SOUND COMPANY
TTRRAGHEBIR/A T GOPHOTO

ZJBR LI Hong-Liang
FREZR SUN Jian-An

A\ SHI Xiao-Mei

## B2 ZHAO Jian

B8 B& GUJun

%BEFE XU Yun-Xiu
&H#RiE JI Shao-Qing
ZJBR LI Hong-Liang
##F7% ZHAO Yu-Tao
# & SUNJing
Zf£E LIU Jia-Ching
B8 B& GUJiun

Z{£E8 LIU Jia-Ching
FE¥ERL JUANG Pei-Cheng
#geE SHIAU Ya-Jiun
B $5 CHEN Ju
2FEIE GUO Yun-Feng
FfBER WANG Xu-Dong
ZEEE JI Ai-Qin

& %8 TANG Yin

$# 5 HONG Liang
#2MAF LIAO Xiang-Ming
3 1EAA BAO Zheng-Ming
ZREIE GUO Zhi-Xuan
EH##L YUE Rui-Hong
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@& Cast (k55 in order of appearance )

FAA YU Shu-Ye

% The Procuress
23 MU Su-Hui

X %9 WEN Bao
18§ ZHAO Bo-Jiang
ZI#% LIU Chu-Chu

7 [& CHI Tong

% Bz JIA Yuan

& 3 XU Biao

#% 7B QING Hong

J& Z The Shop Owner
SEPIAN Drinking Monk
Y I8 The Servant Girl

/K14 The Monks

% T The Servants

i#5& Musicians

& Drum

 Flute
Sheng

#A Erhu

(- ]

1 &3 Zhonghu

& A Gaohu » Z#f Erhu
Ki2Z Cello
{EE12Z Double bass
E & Pipa

/BT Zhongruan

# = Yanggin

# % Guzheng

R A Suona

X # Grand Gong
$  #} Naobo

/v §& Gong

HEEAA SHI Xia-Ming
£ {& QIAN Wei

B £ SHAN Wen
KB ZHU Xian-Zhe
&H#Ei& JI Shao-Qing
B XU Si-Jia

& & SUN Jing

& | JlLing
#F5% ZHAO Yu-Tao
FRRE SUN Yi-Jun
20IEE LIV Xiao-Yun
## B ZHAO Jian
f8—% TAO Yi-Chun
E b TANG Qin
FAZR SHI Shan-Ming
Z & LIWei
ABEE4E TAI Zhuo-Jia
BRE XU Jia-Yin

T £B5% DING Jun-Yang
A £ ZHOU Xin

it B JlLing
Z(IEE LIV Xiao-Yun

ZER LU Jia-Qing
kI YAO Qi
&I PAN Zhong-Qi
i £ Ql Ang

3% 1% ZHANG Yao
T fi DING Hang
#IFBE LIV Si-Hua
ZJ$ESR LIU Yan-Ran
fk/I\VE YAO Xiao-Feng
{2 U NI Zheng
FREEE CHEN Xue-Xia
F 18 YIN Mei

2l £ LIV Jia

B & CHEN Hao
BF DAl Jing-Ping
F& $8 CHEN Ming
Z ¥ Ll Xiang
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