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L.v. BEETHOVEN: Piano Concerto No. 3 in c minor, Op. 37
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P. 1. TCHAIKOVSKY: Symphony No. 6 in b minor, Op. 74, Pathétique

l. 181k — A RIK l. Adagio - Allegro non troppo
. (EaRIR ll.  Allegro con grazia
n.  EEZRIRIR . Allegro molto vivace

Iv. FKEIER IV.  Adagio lamentoso
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L.v. BEETHOVEN: Piano Concerto No. 3 in c minor, Op. 37 Written by WU Yu-ting

It wasn't until BEETHOVEN turned twenty that he completed his first official piano concerto,
now known as Piano Concerto No. 2, which exhibits a style inherited from MOZART and HAYDN.
However, starting with the second concerto (called No. 1) and the third (No. 3), we can hear
more intense dynamics and key changes that reflect the composer's personal emotions. No. 3
in c minor is considered the most representative of this transformation. Music scholar Charles
ROSEN notes that "C minor does give BEETHOVEN to us in his most extrovert form, where he

seems to be most impatient of any compromise.”

The piece begins with a cautious yet determined tempo. The composition grows bolder,
transitioning to the second theme, which is gentler, introduced by the clarinet. The soloist then
makes a powerful entrance with an ascending scale, evoking a heroic figure and foreshadowing

the piano's leading role in the overall development of the composition.

The second movement follows a ternary form. In section A, a piano monologue unfolds.
Section B features broken chords on the piano and intertwining woodwind melodies, producing
reflective passages. In the third movement, Rondo - Allegro, section A exudes youthful energy
through its syncopation and accented beats, while section B consists of frequent interactions
between the piano hands, creating a playful atmosphere. In section C, BEETHOVEN shifts to the

key of A-flat Major, featuring elongated phrases and a heightened sense of lyricism.
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P. 1. TCHAIKOVSKY: Symphony No. 6 in b minor, Op. 74, Pathétique Written by LO Wen-hsiu

In February 1893, TCHAIKOVSKY composed Symphony No. 6 in b minor, considered this piece
to be his best and most sincere work, as well as being his favorite. Sadly, just nine days after
its debut, the composer fell ill and passed away. The music in the symphony reflects a sense
of desperation and unease, particularly in the final movement's farewell atmosphere, which

indirectly hints at unresolved mysteries between the work and the composer's death.

The theme of the first movement is one of doubt and uncertainty, which alternates between
ascending and descending, resembling tangled thoughts, creating a sense of apocalypse. The
second movement, Allegro con grazia, commences with a lively, unbridled dance melody,
which is a typical feature of Russian folk music. It consists of three sections, with the middle
shifting to a minor key and featuring lament phrases. The entire movement is constructed

around the contrasting emotions of elation and sorrow.

The third movement commences with alternating instruments playing the restless musical
figure of Scherzo. In the central part, the clarinet takes the lead and plays the melody like a
march. And the piece ultimately concludes with an exuberant finale reminiscent of the final
movement. The fourth movement, Adagio lamentoso, exudes a somber mood, aiming to
express repressed emotions. It follows a ternary form with an ABA structure and concludes

with constant sighing.
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Lahav SHANI is the Chief Conductor of the Rotterdam Philharmonic Orchestra. He assumed his position
in September 2018, becoming the youngest Chief Conductor in the orchestra's history. In the 2020/21
season, SHANI succeeded Zubin MEHTA as Music Director of the Israel Philharmonic Orchestra. He
became Principal Guest Conductor of the Vienna Symphony Orchestra in the 2017/18 season, and works
regularly with the Staatskapelle Berlin.

Recent and upcoming highlights as a Guest Conductor include engagements with the Berliner
Philharmoniker, Vienna Philharmonic, Symphonieorchester des Bayerischen Rundfunks, London
Symphony Orchestra, Royal Concertgebouw Orchestra, Dresden Staatskapelle, Tonhalle-Orchester
Zurich, Budapest Festival Orchestra, Boston Symphony and Rundfunk-Sinfonieorchester Berlin, to name
a few.

Born in Tel Aviv in 1989, SHANI started his piano studies at a young age and went on to Berlin to
complete his studies in conducting. He won First Prize in the Gustav Mahler International Conducting
Competition in 2013, by 2016 SHAN!I first performed with the Rotterdam Philharmonic Orchestra as
a conductor and as a piano soloist. SHANI as a pianist has play-directed piano concerti with many
orchestras including the Philharmonia Orchestra, Staatskapelle Berlin, and Orchestre Philharmonique de
Radio France. SHANI also has considerable experience performing chamber music appearing at festivals
as well as recordings.
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Bruce LIU achieved worldwide fame in October 2021 when he won the 18th International Chopin
Piano Competition, becoming the first Canadian ever to take First Prize in the long history of this most
prestigious event. He signed an exclusive agreement with Deutsche Grammophon the following March.
Bruce LIU's highlights for the 2022/23 season include debut recitals at Carnegie Hall's Stern Hall,
Konzerthaus Wien, and Liederhalle Stuttgart, as well as performances with Vienna Symphony
Orchestra, Philharmonia Orchestra, San Francisco Symphony, Orchestra dellAccademia Nazionale di
Santa Cecilia, Los Angeles Philharmonic and with Philadelphia Orchestra.

In addition, he has already performed with some of the world's leading ensembles, such as the
Cleveland Orchestra, Israel Philharmonic Orchestra, Orchestre Philharmonique du Luxembourg,
Orchestre symphonique de Montréal and at prestigious venues such as London's Royal Festival Hall,
Paris's Théatre des Champs-Elysées, and the Vienna Konzerthaus.

"What we all have in common is our difference,” Bruce LIU likes to say. Born in Paris and grew up
in Montreal, he has studied with teachers such as Richard RAYMOND and DANG Thai-son and
approaches his artistic journey with optimism and a smile.



BREABSER

Rotterdam Phllharmonic Orchestra

BRIZIL 1918 R B L EZLLE » ZRURMENNRERRE « HREBHNHRSFm 0 UREIHH
BREFFEMESR » TEREEEN —REEREE —E2H - EEEREFNERNFRR - £LEE
TEFEEEEE - EHNSEET > B 1930 FREZHESTHEMREEZNSE 2T - 1970 FK/ >
AER - EMBNNE - BEMBRETEFEERRE > 2ERE—STHEERNSE - MERIIE - B
BXRETEFERRE—HE®  BERTRZEBEA—(EZEDERNOGFHEN -HRZENDTER - &2 - BE
MRt 2018 SR X - /e » RIEER ERERIMLEET X -
ZMELBEALENERTYEE > B 2010 Fi > ERAEEORATEREHESAGNEREE &
FRFSMRESE « HRNIFLEEL - APt e FRHNTERERR -

BERAE%E 1950 FREMERITTHZERFTNGE - LEBEMMRTAESTEBHIER AFMIL
BREY BIS I8/ ABEAY - TRE EMI AIERUICHEIER AR S1F o IS > LEtEMB SRS M TEY
REYEHIBER ) REMBITELEE - LXEILUBBERTS @A TV (Medicity) BESZ%
SHIRSERE - THERERA > BRAZZhARRRFELERLAT  ERREINEREFERR
MBS (RER) » ABRYR=8E8 > mAMLFREEOERNE -

The Rotterdam Philharmonic Orchestra distinguishes itself with its intensely energetic performances,
acclaimed recordings and innovative audience approach. Founded in 1918, it has claimed its own
position among Europe's most foremost orchestras. After the first pioneering years, the Rotterdam
Philharmonic developed into one of the foremost orchestras of the Netherlands under Eduard FLIPSE,
Principal Conductor from 1930. In the 1970s, under Jean FOURNET and Edo DE WAART, the orchestra
gained international recognition. Valery GERGIEV's appointment heralded a new period of bloom,
which continued with Yannick NEZET-SEGUIN and with Lahav SHANI, Principal Conductor from 2018.
Home of the Rotterdam Philharmonic Orchestra is De Doelen Concert Hall. Since 2010, the Rotterdam
Philharmonic has been a resident orchestra of the Paris Théatre des Champs-Elysées, with
performances from the local venues to concert halls worldwide, including educational performances
and community projects.

The Rotterdam Philharmonic Orchestra has made critically lauded recordings since the 1950s, with
recording companies such as Deutsche Grammophon, BIS Records, EMI, Virgin Classics, as well as its
own label Rotterdam Philharmonic Vintage Recordings. Live streams of concerts can be seen regularly
via Medici.tv, especially during the pandemic, the stay-at-home rendition of BEETHOVEN's Ode to Joy
was viewed 3 million times and became world news.
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