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J. BRAHMS: Violin Concerto in D Major, Op. 77

l. AXIREVIRMR l. Allegro non troppo
12k Il.  Adagio
. FREEERIBDTEBEAVIRE lll.  Allegro giocoso, ma non troppo vivace

SRS Intermission
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J. BRAHMS: Symphony No. 1in c minor, Op. 68

l. TH MR — TR l. Un poco sostenuto - Allegro
. FHERITIR Il Andante sostenuto
N RIEMESIRAIFE IR . Un poco allegretto e grazioso

V. 1R —BENERKIRIVIRER IV.  Adagio - Allegro non troppo, ma con brio
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J. BRAHMS: Violin Concerto in D Major, Op. 77 Written by WU Yu-ting

Following the completion of his Symphony No. 2, the Violin Concerto was influenced by
the picturesque surroundings of Lake Worthersee and exudes an idyllic style. This piece
is dedicated to the violinist Joseph JOACHIM, who was renowned for his virtuosity and
improvisational skills. Additionally, he was known for his commitment to "Werktreue" (fidelity)
to the original score, making him a rare performer of his time. BRAHMS was able to infuse the
spirit of rhapsody into the piece while still adhering to the rigorous theme development of a

symphony.

In the first movement, the first theme emerges from the middle and low voices. As the music
progresses, it transitions into a large leap interval. The oboe introduces the second theme with
a sentimental melody. Interestingly, the orchestra only plays half of the theme, and the full

version is revealed only when the violin solo joins in.

The second movement follows a ternary form. The oboe again plays a significant role,
introducing a delicate melody at the outset. When the violin joins in, it intensifies the melody
with dense notes. The section B develops from the sentimental melody of the first movement,
which after a prolonged struggle finally transitions into @ major section evocative of dawn and
hope. The third movement takes the form of a Rondo, with section A emphasizing the violin
solo's staccato double notes. In contrast, section B features a spirited competition between the

soloist and orchestra, while section C shifts to a folk-inspired character.
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J. BRAHMS: Symphony No. 1in c minor, Op. 68 Written by LO Wen-hsiu

BRAHMS conceived the idea for Symphony No. 1in 1855, began writing it in 1862, and
completed it in 1876. This piece is renowned for its impeccable musical structure, profound
introspection, and elevated spirituality. It has earned the nickname "BEETHOVEN's Tenth" in
recognition of BRAHMS's inheritance of BEETHOVEN's legacy.

The long introduction of the first movement is followed by a three-chromatic-note first theme,
while the second theme consists of long-short phrases. The postlude shifts from ¢ minor to C
Major, symbolizing a transition from sorrow to happiness and welcoming the joy of life. The
second movement, Andante sostenuto, follows an ABA structure. The initial section A creates a

tranquil nighttime atmosphere with the orchestra, while section B is reminiscent of a nocturne.

The third movement comprises ABA sections. Section A is pizzicato in a rustic ballad style.
Section B is mainly composed of unison and descending phrases, and serves as a light
transitional section for the finale movement. The introduction of the fourth movement is
grandiose. The first theme is then introduced by the powerful strings, played with pizzicato,
which is reminiscent of the famous Ode to Joy by BEETHOVEN. This movement follows the
sonata form but skips the development section, and instead, the recapitulation is full of

variations, creating a frenzied atmosphere and leading to a dramatic ending.
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Lahav SHANI is the Chief Conductor of the Rotterdam Philharmonic Orchestra. He assumed his position
in September 2018, becoming the youngest Chief Conductor in the orchestra's history. In the 2020/21
season, SHANI succeeded Zubin MEHTA as Music Director of the Israel Philharmonic Orchestra. He
became Principal Guest Conductor of the Vienna Symphony Orchestra in the 2017/18 season, and works
regularly with the Staatskapelle Berlin.
Recent and upcoming highlights as a Guest Conductor include engagements with the Berliner
Philharmoniker, Vienna Philharmonic, Symphonieorchester des Bayerischen Rundfunks, London
Symphony Orchestra, Royal Concertgebouw Orchestra, Dresden Staatskapelle, Tonhalle-Orchester
Zirich, Budapest Festival Orchestra, Boston Symphony and Rundfunk-Sinfonieorchester Berlin, to name
a few.
Born in Tel Aviv in 1989, SHANI started his piano studies at a young age and went on to Berlin to
complete his studies in conducting. He won First Prize in the Gustav Mahler International Conducting
Competition in 2013, by 2016 SHANI first performed with the Rotterdam Philharmonic Orchestra as
a conductor and as a piano soloist. SHANI as a pianist has play-directed piano concerti with many
orchestras including the Philharmonia Orchestra, Staatskapelle Berlin, and Orchestre Philharmonique de
Radio France. SHANI also has considerable experience performing chamber music appearing at festivals
as well as recordings.
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Violin

Paul HUANG
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Recipient of a 2015 Avery Fisher Career Grant and a 2017 Lincoln Center Award for Emerging Artists,
violinist Paul HUANG is one of the most distinctive artists of his generation. After his debut at the
Kennedy Center, The Washington Post remarked that HUANG "possesses a big, luscious tone, spot-on
intonation and a technique that makes the most punishing string phrases feel as natural as breathing."
His recent appearances included Detroit Symphony, Baltimore Symphony, Mariinsky Orchestra,
Rotterdam Philharmonic and the Houston Symphony.Forthcoming engagements include appearances
with Hiroshima Symphony, Dallas Symphony, NHK Symphony, Vancouver Symphony, and his return
to the National Symphony Orchestra of Taiwan. A frequent Guest Artist at music festivals worldwide, he
recently stepped in for Anne-Sophie MUTTER at Bravo! Vail Music Festival and made recital debuts at
the Lucerne Festival and Aspen Music Festival.

In 2021, HUANG became the first classical violinist to perform his own arrangement of the U.S. National
Anthem for the opening game of the NFL at the Bank of America Stadium. This year, HUANG launched
"Paul Huang & Friends" International Chamber Music Festival in Taipei. An exclusive recording artist for
France's Naive Records, HUANG's debut album for the label will be released worldwide in October 2023.
He plays on the legendary 1742 ex-Wieniawski Guarneri del Gesu on loan through the Stradivari Society
of Chicago.
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Rotterdam Phllharmonic Orchestra
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The Rotterdam Philharmonic Orchestra distinguishes itself with its intensely energetic performances,
acclaimed recordings and innovative audience approach. Founded in 1918, it has claimed its own
position among Europe's most foremost orchestras. After the first pioneering years, the Rotterdam
Philharmonic developed into one of the foremost orchestras of the Netherlands under Eduard FLIPSE,
Principal Conductor from 1930. In the 1970s, under Jean FOURNET and Edo DE WAART, the orchestra
gained international recognition. Valery GERGIEV's appointment heralded a new period of bloom, which
continued with Yannick NEZET-SEGUIN and with Lahav SHANI, Principal Conductor from 2018.

Home of the Rotterdam Philharmonic Orchestra is De Doelen Concert Hall. Since 2010, the Rotterdam
Philharmonic has been a resident orchestra of the Paris Théatre des Champs-Elysées, with performances
from the local venues to concert halls worldwide, including educational performances and community
projects.

The Rotterdam Philharmonic Orchestra has made critically lauded recordings since the 1950s, with
recording companies such as Deutsche Grammophon, BIS Records, EMI, Virgin Classics, as well as its
own label Rotterdam Philharmonic Vintage Recordings. Live streams of concerts can be seen regularly
via Medici.tv, especially during the pandemic, the stay-at-home rendition of BEETHOVEN's Ode to Joy
was viewed 3 million times and became world news.
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