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Foreword Written by SHIH Meng-wen; translated by Lin HSIEH

Joey ALEXANDER, an Indonesian jazz pianist, is acclaimed as a remarkable and accomplished
professional. Making his debut at a mere eight years old, ALEXANDER garnered substantial attention from
both the media and jazz luminaries. However, he was acutely aware that these labels placed on him could
become looming hazards over time. Consequently, he committed himself earnestly to focus solely on music.
Striving diligently, he allowed his talent to flourish organically as time progressed, enabling the melodies to
articulate their own story.

The pandemic that began in 2019 brought a profoundly challenging period for musicians who relied on
performances. However, ALEXANDER chose to view this situation as an opportunity. He initiated a process of
introspection concerning his role within jazz music and actively pushed himself to create new compositions.
In 2022, he unveiled his sixth album, titled Origin. This musical compilation not only displayed his
increasingly mature emotions and musical depth but also introduced a new instrument to his repertoire: the
Fender Rhodes electric piano. Importantly, Origin marked his debut fully composed album, with its thematic
core revolving around the ever-changing seasons and his aspirations for the post-pandemic era.

This year, Joey ALEXANDER will perform in Taiwan alongside bassist Kris FUNN and drummer
Jonathan BARBER. These two musicians hold their own esteemed positions in the jazz realm. While they
primarily assume rhythmic supporting roles within ALEXANDER's trio, FUNN and BARBER boast
extraordinary musical prowess. Their expertise spans diverse music genres, showcasing unparalleled
command over rhythm and dynamics. The trio of these talented young artists shares a mutual appreciation
for music that is both liberating and introspectively nuanced. ALEXANDER's original compositions, reflecting
his new artistic transformation, will take center stage in this concert, amplifying the excitement and
anticipation surrounding the event.
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Piano
Joey ALEXANDER
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Born in Bali, Indonesia, Joey ALEXANDER has been performing professionally since 2013 when he was
invited by Wynton MARSALIS to perform at the Jazz at Lincoln Center Gala. ALEXANDER subsequently
moved to New York City and released his debut album, My Favorite Things, in 2015 on Motéma Music,
followed by three more on the label and a fifth on Verve. ALEXANDER's albums have netted three GRAMMY®
Award nominations — one for Best Jazz Instrumental Album (My Favorite Things), and two for Best
Improvised Jazz Solo (“Giant Steps,” from My Favorite Things, and “Countdown” from the album of the same
name) - with My Favorite Things and Countdown securing the No. 1 spot on the Billboard jazz charts and
Eclipse coming in at No. 3. ALEXANDER's most recent release Origin, his first record of all original compositions,
was released on Mack Avenue Records in May 2022.
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Bassist Kristopher FUNN, born and raised in Baltimore, started studying
bass at the age of 14. After graduating from Howard University with an honors
degree and two years of Jazz Ensemble, Kristopher decided to pursue a
career as a professional jazz musician, performing in several venues in the
Baltimore Washington metropolitan areas.

At age 23, Kristopher began touring internationally and since then, he
has traveled to every major jazz festival in the world touching six continents
performing with highly acclaimed jazz artists. Kristopher released his debut
album, Cornerstore, in 2017 and he continues to perform professionally in the
Baltimore/Washington D.C. area when not touring internationally. Since 2018,
Kristopher is part of the jazz faculty at the Peabody Institute of Johns
Hopkins.
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New York City-based Jonathan BARBER, 29 years old, has recorded and
toured worldwide with world renowned artists and was voted the #1
Up-and-Coming Drummer of 2018 in Modern Drummer. BARBER has recently
stepped forth as a composer and leader with his Vision Ahead band; the
self-titled album DownBeat magazine calls BARBER's “greatest accomplishment
to date”

Born in Hartford, CT, BARBER has been playing drums since age five. His
upbringing in the church instilled within him a deep appreciation of the power,
passion, and full sound of the gospel music tradition. With soul, impeccable
groove, and explosive chops, BARBER has synthesized his favorite traditions
into a thoroughly modern and endlessly adaptable musical expression that
connects with listeners from across generations.
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