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Program Notes

L. VIERNE: Carillon de Westminster

Composed in 1927 by French organist Louis VIERNE, Carillon de Westminster draws inspiration
from the chimes of Big Ben, one of London’s most iconic landmarks, and the work develops
variations on this motif. Interestingly, this melody is widely used as a school bell in Taiwan, and
audiences may enjoy how this familiar tune transforms on the pipe organ.

Hans ZIMMER: Interstellar Suite

Il. “Cornfield Chase”

IV. “No Time for Caution”

In the 2014 science fiction film Interstellar, Hans ZIMMER made a distinctive choice by using the
organ as a central instrument. In its monophonic passages, it evokes humanity’s insignificance
in the vast universe; in its full textures, it suggests the immense motion of space machinery.
"Cornfield Chase” depicts a high-speed pursuit through cornfields, while “"No Time for Caution”
accompanies the tense moment when the protagonist attempts to dock with a rapidly spinning
spacecraft.

Disney Medley From the Movie Frozen, Beauty and the Beast, The Lion King, arr. by
Sean JACKSON

Disney’s animation films have delighted generations of children around the world. This medley
features themes from three classics: Frozen tells the story of two sisters who resolve their
tensions and rediscover their bond; Beauty and the Beast follows a cursed prince who regains
his humanity through love and compassion of Belle; and The Lion King, set on the African savan-
na, presents a narrative reminiscent of Shakespearean tragedy, enriched by the music of Elton
JOHN.

Fantasy on a Taiwanese Folk Song Spring Breeze, arr. by Sean JACKSON

Spring Breeze is one of Taiwan's most beloved melodies. Composed in 1933 by DENG Yu-hsien,
with lyrics by LEE Lin-chiu, and was first performed by Chun-chun. During the Japanese colonial
period, before World War Il, Taiwanese-language songs and films flourished under relatively
relaxed cultural policies. These melodies, deeply rooted in the collective memory of the people,
have become defining examples of Taiwanese folk music. In this performance, the organist
presents his fantasy based on Spring Breeze.

H. MULET: "Tu es Petra” from Esquisses Byzantines

Esquisses Byzantines is one of the few surviving compositions by the French composer Henri
MULET, as he destroyed much of his own work late in life. This piece is an homage to the
Sacré-Ceeur Basilica in Montmartre, Paris. The final movement, "Tu es Petra,” is a dazzling
toccata composed of rapidly alternating chords. The title references the Gospel of Matthew:
“You are Peter, and on this rock | will build my church, and the gates of Hades shall not prevail
against it.”
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JACKSON completed his undergraduate studies at the Royal

College of Music and graduated from The Juilliard School with
Master’'s and Doctorate degrees in 2004. He has served as
Director of Music and Organist in Northeastern USA churches and
recorded numerous solo and collaborative albums. Alongside
private lessons, he teaches at the Taiwan Graduate School of
Theology. He currently resides in Taipei.
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Actor, crossover vocalist, university lecturer, bilingual host, and
head of TOTAL Music Theatre, CHAN holds a Master’s Degree in
Vocal Performance and a Graduate Performance Diploma in Opera

from the Peabody Conservatory. She was nominated for Best
Actress in a Musical at the 2nd Taipei Theatre Awards and was
praised by The Washington Post for “singing with melting

warmth.”
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Asia’s largest and most unique pipe organ is right here at Weiwuying.

You'll learn all about it in this vividly illustrated book!


https://weiwuying.surveycake.com/s/Pr9PM
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