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Program Notes

R. STRAUSS: Excerpt from Also sprach Zarathustra

Known as the greatest writer of symphonic poetry, R. STRAUSS once said to his friends at a meal that he
could describe through music the movement of a fork from one's left to right, so it comes as no surprise
that he produced a huge piece based on German philosopher F. NIETZSCHE's Thus Spoke Zarathustra.
The first movement, “Sonnenaufgang” (Sunrise), leaves a strong impression and has thus been used in
countless films and TV shows.

F. MENDELSSOHN: War March of the Priests, from Athalie

F.MENDELSSOHN is commonly believed to be the happiest composer ever because of his family's wealth,
which allowed him to compose and conduct freely and, in 1843, found the Conservatorium der Musik in
Leipzig, which gained quite a name for itself. He was invited by the new Persian king to write incidental
music for a series of plays, including A Midsummer Night's Dream and Athalie, the latter being about how
the Queen of Judah usurps the throne but is later overthrown. The most famous part of the music for the
play is this piece, War March of the Priests.

J.S. BACH: Chorale Prelude on Wachet auf, ruft uns die Stimme, BWV 645
Chorales were written for Christians to sing during Sunday worship. The preludes were adaptations of the
chorales and played by the organ first to let worshipers know what they would be singing. The melody of
this piece is an adaptation from the fourth movement of the composer’s cantata by the same name (BWV
140Q), and the lyrics come from a Lutheran hymn describing the joy of the bride (followers of Jesus) upon
being united with her groom (Jesus). This is one of J.S. BACH's most famous melodies.

J.S. BACH: Toccata and Fugue in d minor, BWV 565

The sense of tension and convulsion that comes right from the start have made this piece often associated
with vampires in modern-day TV and film, so it is frequently used as incidental music. However, as it is full
of non-Baroque techniques, later scholars have wondered whether it was even written by BACH. In any
case, it has remained the most widely circulated of his solo organ pieces.

Three Traditional Taiwanese Folk Melodies, arr. by Sean JACKSON

Organist Sean JACKSON has lived in Taiwan for years and, out of his love for the local music culture, has
rearranged three classics. The first is “Green Island Serenade,” originally written by CHOW Lan-ping,
whose lyrics describe the insecurity of a man and woman in a romantic relationship. It also happens to be
Taiwan's first Mandarin song to be recorded on vinyl. The second and third are respectively “Rainy Night
Flower” and “Spring Breeze,” written by TENG Yu-hsien and which have remained popular and been
rearranged countless times since their composition during the Japanese occupation period.

ATaiwan Soundscape, arr. by Sean JACKSON

Sean JACKSON is inspired by sounds we commonly hear in Taiwan, from the music that plays when
convenience store doors open to telecommunications notification sound effects and the music on MRT
platforms. You will be surprised at how he turns these common sounds into beautiful music. He has said
that as a musician, he is always attuned to the melodies around him and that Taiwan is a rich musical
landscape: everywhere, from the MRT to the stores, has a theme song, which is quite different from the
US, where the public transportation seems to have no unique sense. This piece exhibits the personal
connection the organist feels to these sounds, especially a place he loves to frequent: 7-11.
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JACKSON completed his undergraduate studies at the Royal College of
Music and graduated from The Juilliard School with Master's and Doctor-
ate degrees in 2004. He has served as Director. of Music and Organist in
Northeastern USA churches and recorded numerous solo and collabora-
tive albums. Alongside private lessons, he teaches at the Taiwan Graduate
School of Theology. He currently resides in Taipei.
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Abby CHU is Orgelkids Taiwan music director. She graduated from Nation-
al Kaohsiung Normal University studying Performing Arts and has served
as a host of Educational Lecture Recitals for Organ, lecturer of the Organ
Workshop in Weiwuying and Pingtung Performing Arts Center, the music
director of Orgelkids Taiwan Summer Music Camp.
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Asia’s largest and most unique pipe organ is right here at Weiwuying.
You'll learn all about it in this vividly illustrated book!
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