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E. W. KORNGOLD: Violin Concerto in D Major, Op. 35

Written by Robert MARKOW
The decade from the mid-thirties to the mid-forties saw Erich Wolfgang KORNGOLD in Hollywood,
turning out film scores to such classics as The Adventures of Robin Hood, Kings Row, Captain Blood
and The Sea Hawk, among others. The film connection is entirely relevant to KORNGOLD's Violin
Concerto, as most of its principal themes are drawn from his film scores. It was begun as far back as
1937 but was set aside and not completed until 1945, at the urging of violinist Bronistaw HUBERMAN
who evidently expected to give the world premiere. But the honor went to Jascha HEIFETZ instead,
on February 15, 1947, with Vladimir GOLSCHMANN conducting the St. Louis Symphony Orchestra.
HEIFETZ' 1953 recording of the concerto is still regarded as one of the jewels in the crown of the

violinist's discography.

The concerto is pure romanticism all the way, and the soloist is seldom out of the spotlight. The long
opening theme, which spans two octaves in the first five notes alone, comes from the film score
for Another Dawn (1937). An equally expansive second theme derives from Judrez (1939). Anthony
Adverse (1936) is the source of the principal theme of the second movement, while the contrasting
middle section, marked misterioso, is newly minted. The jaunty, propulsive Finale, based on the
principal theme from The Prince and the Pauper (1937), takes the soloist through the kind of daredevil
displays that stir audiences — both in movie houses and in concert halls - to spontaneous eruptions

of cheers and hurrahs.
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B. BARTOK: Concerto for Orchestra, Sz. 116

Written by Robert MARKOW
BARTOK composed his Concerto for Orchestra in 1943-1944 while living in New York City. In this
work, the best-known example of its kind, virtually every instrument is spotlighted against the full
orchestra at one point or another, as a soloist and/or as a section. The overall design is a five-part
symmetrical arrangement, with the central slow Elegia flanked by two rather lightweight, short
movements of moderate tempo, which in turn are framed by the longer, more vigorous, extroverted

and structurally complex (sonata form) outer movements.

The Concerto opens quietly, with a slow introduction. The main Allegro section begins with an
energetic, bounding theme in the strings. The second movement has an unusual and original
design: a chain-like sequence of folk-inspired melodies heard successively in five different pairs
of wind instruments. A solemn brass chorale forms the central portion of the movement. The third
movement is saturated with wisps and tendrils of great delicacy in its opening and closing passages.
The fourth movement again shows BARTOK's love of symmetruy. It is basically in ABACBA form, with
A representing the perky oboe tune, B the nostalgic popular art-song "Hungary gracious and fair,"
(violas) and C the "interruption"” referred to in the movement's title, a vulgar and raucous treatment
of a tune from SHOSTAKOVICH's Seventh Symphony. The Finale taxes the technical abilities of
the string players to the hilt in a perpetuum mobile, while the brass are featured in a fugue that

culminates in a splendorous climax.
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Founded in 1986, the Taiwan Philharmonic, also known as the National Symphony Orchestra
(NSO) at home, has been hailed as one of the best orchestras in Asia. With some of the finest
musical talent from at home and abroad, trained at top schools and international orchestras, the
NSO enjoys a unigue voice rich in diversity and tradition. Under the leadership of Music Director
Jun MARKL since January 2022, the NSO aspires to resonate throughout the world as the cultural
ambassador of Taiwan. Music by Taiwanese composers is extensively commissioned, performed,
and recorded by the NSO.
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Jun MARKL is a highly respected interpreter of the core German repertory, and has become
known for his refined and idiomatic explorations of the French Impressionists. He currently serves
as Music Director of the Taiwan Philharmonic (the National Symphony Orchestra), and Principal
Guest Conductor of the Residentie Orkest of The Hague. He has also recently been appointed
Artistic Advisor of the Indianapolis Symphony Orchestra and Principal Guest Conductor of the
Oregon Symphony in the United States. His long-standing relationships with the state operas of
Vienna, Berlin, Munich, Semperoper Dresden and the Metropolitan Opera New York have been
complemented by his music directorships of the Orchestre National de Lyon, the MDR Leipzig Radio
Symphony Orchestra and the Basque National Orchestra. In recognition of his achievements in

France, he was honored in 2012 with the Chevalier de 'Ordre des Arts et des Lettres.

Born in Munich, MARKL won the conducting competition of the Deutscher Musikrat in 1986 and
studied at Tanglewood with Leonard BERNSTEIN and Seiji OZAWA. Soon afterwards, he appeared
in opera houses throughout Europe, Japan and USA followed by his first music directorships at the

Staatstheater Saarbriicken and the Nationaltheater Mannheim.

Jun MARKL is highly dedicated to supporting young artists. He holds the position of Guest Professor
at the Kunitachi College of Music in Tokyo, and developed programs to support young composers,
conductors and orchestra musicians. He recently founded the National Symphony Youth Orchestra

of Taiwan.
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Born in Saint Petersburg, Aylen PRITCHIN studied with Prof. Elena ZAITSEVA in his hometown
and with Prof. Eduard GRACH at the prestigious Tchaikovsky Conservatory in Moscow. In 2014, he
was awarded at the Long-Thibaud International Competition First Prize and he is a former major
prize winner at the Wieniawski, Tchaikovsky, Sion-Valais, Kreisler and Qistrakh International Violin
Competitions. His career has led him to perform in Russia and abroad, in such prestigious venues as
the Vienna Konzerthaus, Amsterdam Concertgebouw, Stockholm Musikaliska, Salzburg Mozarteum,
Tchaikovsky Conservatory Hall in Moscow and the Champs-Elysées Theatre in Paris. As a soloist,
his recent invitations include Orchestre National du Capitole de Toulouse, Orquesta Filarmonica de
Gran Canaria, Royal Liverpool Philharmonic, Mariinsky Theatre Orchestra, MusicAeterna Orchestra,
Orchestre National des Pays de la Loire among others. Aylen equally enjoys playing chamber
music with artists such as Maxim EMELYANYCHEYV, Lukas GENIUSAS, Yury FAVORIN, Alexander
MELNIKOV and David GERINGAS. Highlights of the 2022/23 season include Aylen's debuts with
the Scottish Chamber Orchestra and Maxim EMELYANYCHEYV, Hiroshima Symphony Orchestra and
Christian ARMING and Hong Kong Sinfonietta and YIP Wing-sie. Recitals include a performance
at the Hong Kong Concert Hall in @ BEETHOVEN-Richard STRAUSS program with pianist Rémi
GENIET, as well as at the Tokyo's Toppan Hall in a MEDTNER, JANACEK, RAVEL, ENESCU program
with pianist Tomoki KITAMURA. His latest CD with Lukas GENIUSAS released in 2022 on Mirare
Productions features works by DEBUSSY, HAHN and STRAVINSKY. Aylen is currently teaching at

the Royal Conservatoire Antwerp and at the Robert Schumann Hochschule in Disseldorf.
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