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Explore The Pipe Organ
Christmas Feast of Joy
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Program Notes

David CONTE: Christmas Intrada

J. WESTENKUEHLER arr.: Variations on a French Bell Carol
J.S. BACH: In dulci jubilo, BWV 608 from Orgelbuchlein
M. DUPRE: In dulci jubilo from 79 Chorales, Op. 28

J.S. BACH: In dulci jubilo, BWV 729

P. . TCHAIKOVSKY: “Dance of the Reed Pipes”, “Dance of the Sugar Plum Fairy” from The
Nutcracker Suite, Op.71a

Adolphus HAILSTORK: Toccata on Veni Emmanuel
Pietro YON: Pastorale Gesu Bambino

C. WIDOR: Toccata from Symphony No 5 in f minor, Op. 42, No. 1

No stranger to church, the organ has had many Christmas songs written for it, and three organists
will perform some of them at this concert. American composer David CONTE's Christmas Intrada
will initiate the festivities, followed by four Christmas favorites you'll likely recognize. J. WEST-
ENKUEHLER's Variations on a French Bell Carol plays in a variety of ways with Ding Dong! Merrily
on High—you'll just love humming along!

In dulci jubilo was written in 1328 by Friar Henry SUSO after he allegedly saw angels singing
while praying. Regardless of how true that story is, the melody has always been popular and thus
rearranged frequently. J. S. BACH did so many times, and we'll hear two of these pieces: the
triplet-infused BWV 608 and the strongly harmonic BWV 729. Meanwhile, M. DUPRE'’s version,
calm and peaceful, provides an interesting contrast.

In terms of classical Christmas music, we can't forget TCHAIKOVSKY's The Nutcracker, which
relates how the young Clara helps her Christmas gift, the Nutcracker, defeat the Mouse King and
then visits her gift's kingdom. You're sure to enjoy how the organ handles the most famous
melodies from the ballet, “Dance of the Reed Pipes” and “Dance of the Sugar Plum Fairy.”
American composer A. HAILSTORK's Toccata on Veni Emmanuel contains repeated harmonies and
melodies that reinterpret Latin hymns and express people’s expectation of and joy for the birth of
Christ. Italian composer P. YON's Pastorale Gest Bambino is both elegant and lyrical.

C. WIDOR pushed the limits of the organ’s expressiveness, as heard in the Toccata from his
Symphony No 5, the brilliance lying in the complexity of the notes and constantly shifting tonality

while emanating a sense of joy and blessing.
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Dr. LIU Hsin-Hung holds a Doctor of Musical Arts degree from the Univer-
sity of Washington and is currently a professor at Tainan Theological
College. He was a visiting scholar at the University of British Columbia and
Vancouver School of Theology in 2015 and 2016. LIU is a member of the

American Guild of Organists (AGO) and serves as the chair of the AGO's
Taiwan Chapter.
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Organist, pianist, and harpsichordist; recipient of the NTCH Prominent
Young Musician and Chunghsing Arts Award for music. Currently teaching
at Soochow University Department of Music, CHEN is often invited to
write music-related articles, and her written works are published on her
blog Chen Hsiang-yu's Music World.
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A Taiwanese organist, YU is the winner of the Grand Prix Letohrad at the
2023 Letohrad Festival, has played extensively in various music festival
throughout Poland and currently a Ph.D. candidate at I.J. Paderewski
Academy of Music. YU founded Formosa Virtuoso Organist and commited
in the promotion of organ culture and innovative techno-art to deepen
international cultural exchange. With three published albums and won
The Golden Melody Awards for Traditional Arts and Music. YU serves as
the Chief Organizer for organ promotion concerts at the National Concert
Hallin Taipei.
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Abby CHU is Orgelkids Taiwan music director. She graduated from Nation-
al Kaohsiung Normal University studying Performing Arts and has served
as a host of Educational Lecture Recitals for Organ, lecturer of the Organ
Workshop in Weiwuying and Pingtung Performing Arts Center, the music
director of Orgelkids Taiwan Summer Music Camp.
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Asia’s largest and most unique pipe organ is right here at Weiwuying.
You'll learn all about it in this vividly illustrated book!
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