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J. SIBELIUS: Violin Concerto in d minor, Op. 47 Violin: Janine JANSEN
l. FREERYIRMR l. Allegro moderato

. 1RigsvIEik Il.  Adagio di molto

. RAXIREVIRIR . Allegro ma non tanto

ISk E Intermission

FEML | DARAE TR EM » Em 43
J. SIBELIUS: Symphony No. 2 in D Major, Op. 43

l. T RMR l. Allegretto
. WITIREEMERERE ll.  Tempo andante, ma rubato
n.  EEHZEN ll.  Vivacissimo

V.  #fh : PENIRR IV.  Finale: Allegro moderato
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J. SIBELIUS: Violin Concerto in d minor, Op. 47  Written by WU Yu-ting (Translated by Lin HSIEH)

After completing his critically acclaimed Symphony No. 2, SIBELIUS embarked on the composition of his only
concerto, the Violin Concerto, showcasing his matured compositional skills. Though following the traditional
three-movement structure, the concerto's first movement takes a departure from the customary orchestral
prelude seen in works like MENDELSSOHN's Violin Concerto in e minor. Instead, the solo violin emerges
boldly from the fourth measure, crafting a more concise musical theme. Throughout this movement, an atmo-
sphere of frostiness pervades as the strings create a backdrop of shredding and trembling accompaniment.
Meanwhile, the soloist weaves in a plethora of cadenza passages, imbuing the music with a powerfully
dramatic personality that resonates with the enduring spirit of Finland's "sisu." This spirit embodies the tenaci-
ty to persevere in the face of adversity, a quality that the Finnish people have maintained despite the presence

of several powerful neighboring countries nearby.

The second movement departs from the prior unbridled nature, transitioning to a contemplative exploration of
thoughts. Initially, the violin introduces a continuous, entrancing melody, with controlled bass notes. In the
midst of this movement, intricate, interwoven rhythms build to an emotional zenith. The third movement
seamlessly melds elements of military and dance music. The timpani heralds the beginning of the first section,
amplifying the resounding theme carried by the violin. In the following section, the music adopts a lively,
swaying dance rhythm. These sections alternate, ultimately concluding in a fervent and impassioned musical
tapestry.
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J. SIBELIUS: Symphony No. 2 in D Major, Op. 43 Written by WU Yu-ting (Translated by Lin HSIEH)

In contrast to Symphony No. 1, which retains a strong Russian musical influence, Symphony No. 2 showcases
SIBELIUS's hallmark approach: employing two or three concise themes, allowing them to 'organically’ evolve
and interweave, and ultimately coalescing into a vast symphonic canvas.

The pivotal ascending third that disrupts the theme in the opening movement holds paramount significance,
swiftly metamorphosing into a pulsating woodwind motif and the French horn counter-melody, conjuring an
atmosphere akin to the rustling of a forest. Approximately three minutes in, the second theme with struggles
emerges, yet its arrival is 'foreshadowed,' a technique that not only forges a strong internal musical coherence
but also allows the musical concept to take root and flourish like a germinating seed.

The second movement introduces two distinct themes: one, known as "Death," is expressed by bassoon, draw-
ing inspiration from Don Juan, while the other, "Christus," is portrayed by the strings with an air of transcen-
dence. As the third movement unfolds, the disruptive rapid cluster and the oboe melody in its central section
evoke the difficulty of northern life. The final movement seamlessly continues from the preceding buildup. Its
theme also originates from the three-note motif, but it undergoes a grand expansion. The development section
commences with the cello's melodic line and soon delves into a sequence of theme imitations and modula-
tions, conjuring a scene reminiscent of a blizzard.
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In September 1919, the Orchestra of the Philharmonic Company —later to be known as the Oslo Philharmonic
—took to the stage for its first public concert in the Norwegian capital. The fame of the orchestra soon started
attracting international stars such as Jean SIBELIUS and Arthur NIKISCH, who both conducted the orchestra.
In the century to follow, the Oslo Philharmonic successfully established itself as one of the major international
orchestras, through tours and recordings under the leadership of eminent Chief Conductors, including Herbert
BLOMSTEDT, Mariss JANSONS, Jukka-Pekka SARASTE and Vasily PETRENKO.

The Oslo Philharmonic began its 101st season in August 2020 with new Chief Conductor Klaus MAKELA,
whose close relationship with the musicians had been immediately apparent on his debut with the orchestra
two years earlier. MAKELA's first major project with the orchestra was a recording of the complete sympho-
nies of SIBELIUS, which was released on Decca in Spring 2022 and awarded both the Choc Classica Recording
of the Year (France) and an Edison Award (Netherlands). The recording was followed by critically acclaimed
SIBELIUS residencies at the Wiener Konzerthaus and Hamburg Elbphilharmonie and appearances at the Paris

Philharmonie and BBC Proms, which received five star reviews from both The London Times and Guardian.

Now in their fourth season together, Klaus MAKELA and the Oslo Philharmonic continue to tour regularly and,
as the Wiener Zeitung wrote of their recent return to the Austrian capital, “The collaboration between orches-
tra and conductor is alive with lightness and joy."

In 2022 the orchestra was nominated for Gramophone Orchestra of the Year and, together with Klaus
MAKELA, received the Sibelius Prize for outstanding efforts to promote contact between Finnish and Norwe-
gian musical life.
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Finnish conductor Klaus MAKELA has held the position of Chief Conductor of the Oslo Philharmonic since
2020 and Music Director of the Orchestre de Paris since September 2021. As Artistic Partner to the Concertge-
bouworkest since 2022 he will assume the title of Chief Conductor in 2027. He opened his fourth season as
Chief Conductor of the Oslo Philharmonic Orchestra in August with Thomas LARCHER's Symphony No. 2 and
MAHLER's Symphony No. 4. Additional season highlights include SHOSTAKOVICH's Symphony No. 7, a
concert performance of BARTOK's Bluebeard's Castle and BRAHMS' Double Concerto, in which MAKELA
conducts and plays cello alongside violinist Daniel LOZAKOVICH.

For his third season as Music Director of the Orchestre de Paris, Klaus MAKELA is honouring STRAVINSKY's
Ballets Russes presented at both the Festival d'Aix and in Paris with nearly twenty concerts, and a recording
of STRAVINSKY's Petrushka, Jeux and DEBUSSY's L'Apres-midi d'un faune for Decca Classics. Other highlights
include performances of recent works by Unsuk CHIN and Anna THORVALDSDOTTIR and the French premiere
of Miroslav SRNKA's Superorganisms. For his second season as Artistic Partner of the Concertgebouworkest,
Klaus MAKELA leads six programmes in 2023-2024, including MUSSORGSKY's Pictures at an Exhibition, DE
FALLA's Nights in the Gardens of Spain and Hawar TAWFIQ's The Imagination of M.C. Escher. He also conducts
MAHLER's Symphony No. 3, and BRUCKNER's Symphony No. 5 as part of a cycle celebrating the 200th
anniversary of the composer's birth.

As a cellist MAKELA partners with members of the Oslo Philharmonic, Orchestre de Paris and Concertgebou-
workest for occasional programmes, and each summer he performs at the Verbier Festival in chamber music
concerts with fellow artists. An exclusive Decca Classics artist, he has recorded The Firebird and The Rite of
Spring with the Orchestre de Paris and the complete SIBELIUS Symphonies with the Oslo Philharmonic.
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Violinist Janine JANSEN has longstanding relationships with the world's most eminent orchestras and
conductors. This season's highlights include European tours with London Symphony Orchestra under the
direction of Sir Antonio PAPPANO, Dresden Staatskapelle with Christian THIELEMANN and a Far East tour
together with Oslo Philharmonic and Klaus MAKELA. As part of her Artistic Partnership with Camerata
Salzburg Janine JANSEN will also join two major tours across Europe.

In March 2024 the Concertgebouw Amsterdam will host the first "Janine Jansen Bach Festival" comprising of
a number of orchestral, choral and chamber concerts programmed, inspired and performed by JANSEN and
her musical partners.

Other orchestral highlights include engagements with Czech Philharmonic Orchestra under Sir Antonio
PAPPANO, Tonhalle Orchestra / Paavo JARVI, Rotterdam Philharmonic / SHANI and Orchestre de la Suisse
Romande / DUTOIT, Janine JANSEN will perform the world premiere of Britta BYSTROM's Violin Concerto
co-commissioned by the Royal Stockholm Philharmonic Orchestra and returns to the London Symphony
Orchestra for Sally BEAMISH's Double Concerto Distans together with Martin FROST.

JANSEN records exclusively for Decca Classics. Her latest recording "12 Stradivari” is a unique exploration of
12 great Stradivarius violins and the repertoire these extraordinary instruments inspired. The chosen reper-
toire is specially curated by Janine JANSEN to showcase the unique qualities of each violin.

She is the Founder and Artistic Director of the International Chamber Music Festival Utrecht which celebrates
its 20th anniversary in December 2023. Together with Martha ARGERICH and Mischa MAISKY she performs a
number of trio performances across Europe and continues her fruitful recital collaboration with pianist Denis
KOZHUKHIN. Further chamber music projects are planned at Sion and Rgros Festivals as well as at London's
Wigmore Hall where she is Artist-in-Residence during the 23/24 season.

Janine JANSEN plays the Shumsky-Rode Stradivarius from 1715, on generous loan from a European
benefactor.
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