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H. MURRILL: Carillon Organ

A. HOVHANESS: Prayer of Saint Gregory, Op.62b Organ, Saxophone
R. B. FITZGERALD: English Suite Organ, Saxophone

A.L.TRAVIS: Toccata on Rejoice, Ye Pure in Heart Organ

G. de LIONCOURT: Trois Mélodies Grégoriennes Organ, Saxophone
J.WESTENKUEHLER: Festival Piece on Nicaea 0Organ

SHIH Ching-ju: Spring Dream on the River Bank Organ, Saxophone

SHIH Ching-ju: The Moon Represents My Heart Organ, Saxophone

Organs are usually found in a church, and most organ pieces from the past were written for
religious venues, where the sound can be powerfully or serenely resonant. We start with MUR-
RILL's Carillon, which is short but shows how the organ creates a rich, layered effect through a
continual, rapid succession of tone clusters.

We then calm down with the HOVHANESS' Prayer of Saint Gregory, who wrote 500(!) pieces. This
one was written about a patriarch of Christianity in Armenia in the 4th century, St. Gregory; HOV-
HANESS described it as “a prayer in darkness.” Tranquil and harmonious, it was originally for trum-
pet and strings, while this version is for organ and saxophone. Also originally for trumpet, FITZ-
GERALD's English Suite (consist of a Prelude, Aria, Pastoral, Andante, and Finale, all being adapta-
tions of long-cherished British folk songs) will be played solo by the saxophone. The Taiwanese
audience will most likely recognize the Pastoral, Greensleeves.

After that will be an organ solo, TRAVIS’ Toccata on Rejoice, Ye Pure in Heart, based on a hymn of
the same name and which has a bass variation performed exclusively on the pedalboard. De LION-
COURT's 1914 Trois Mélodies Grégoriennes was originally written for the organ and saxophone. The
saxophone was a relatively new instrument at the time, but the composer had a firm grasp of its
subtle restraint for performing Medieval Gregorian hymnal melodies. The three movements are
Clémens rector, Puer natus est, and Pascha nostrum. WESTENKUEHLER's Festival Piece on Nicaea
is a breathtaking aural experience created through incredible keyboard virtuosity.

Finally, the beautiful resonance produced by these two very different yet also similar instruments
will be presented in rearrangements of Spring Dream on the River Bank and The Moon Represents

My Heart by Taiwanese composer SHIH Ching-ju.
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A Taiwanese organist, YU is the winner of the Grand Prix Letohrad at
the 2023 Letohrad Festival, has played extensively in various music
festival throughout Poland and currently a Ph.D. candidate at I.J.
Paderewski Academy of Music. YU founded Formosa Virtuoso Organist
and commited in the promotion of organ culture and innovative
techno-art to deepen international cultural exchange. With three
published albums and won The Golden Melody Awards for Traditional
Arts and Music. YU serves as the Chief Organizer for organ promotion
concerts at the National Concert Hall in Taipei.
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Z(E(E TSAI Chia-hsiu

EeRESSHESE » EENZEEMBMMIIAE - ZRN
EEEe AT R G R P R R BRI RREEER L EFTE - 2001
FRAXEBRNERERABEGPERS HAE LEARE
FEH - IERBNNERCRAEEHEEERS - LEEX
HE AN S ELER L 2 o

Awarded a full scholarship to study in the United States, he graduated
from Bowling Green State University. He has presented contemporary
music works at numerous World Saxophone Congresses and served
as a judge for international competitions. In 2001, he was honored
with the " New Artist Award" at the Hamamatsu International Wind
Instrument Academy and Festival in Japan and was invited to perform
there. Upon returning to Taiwan, he has been dedicated to the perfor-
mance and promotion of contemporary music education and has
performed concertos with various orchestras both domestically and
internationally.
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Abby CHU is Orgelkids Taiwan music director. She graduated from
National Kaohsiung Normal University studying Performing Arts and
has served as a host of Educational Lecture Recitals for Organ, lecturer

of the Organ Workshop in Weiwuying and Pingtung Performing Arts
Center, the music director of Orgelkids Taiwan Summer Music Camp.
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