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Program Notes

J. STRAUSS Sr.: Radetzky March, Op. 228

Written in 1848, this piece, named after accomplished Austrian General RADETZKY, is popular for its
spirit and vigor. It is also the traditional encore piece for the globally celebrated Vienna Philharmonic's
New Year's Concert, during which the audience clap in unison to the tempo with gusto to ring in the new

year!

J.S. BACH: Toccata and Fugue in d minor, BWV. 565

Beginning with a sense of tension and impact, this well-known piece is often used in film and TV. Full of
technical elements from outside of BACH's times, later scholars have questioned whether he is its
truecomposer. In any case, it is his most widely known solo organ piece and perfect for a show of organist

virtuosity.

J.S. BACH: Organ Sonata No. 4 in e minor, BWV 528, Il. Andante

It is believed BACH wrote his six organ sonatas from 1727 to 1732 as practice pieces for his eldest son.
Refined and elegant, they fully exhibit his outstanding skill with counterpoint and harmony, giving the
piece an ornate melody and an amazing dialogue between the parts. The second movement (Andante) of

No. 4 is a great such example.

E. PIAF: Hymne a l'amour
Canadian superstar Céline DION put on a surprise performance of this piece as the final act for the opening

of the 2024 Paris Olympics. “Queen of Chanson” E. PIAF dedicated the lyrics to her lover, who died in a
plane crash, making the song even more legendary. One line is especially moving: “The blue sky over us

can collapse and the earth can very well cave in; | don’t care, if you love me.”

L. VIERNE: Carillon de Westminster, Op.54 No.6
This piece was written in 1927 as a series of variations on London’s Westminster chimes, a melody

commonly played at Taiwanese schools to announce the beginning and end of classes. Come hear the

many different ways the organ can interpret it!

P. 1. TCHAIKOVSKY: “Waltz" from Ballet The Sleeping Beauty, Op. 66, Act I: No.6
The Mariinsky Academy had TCHAIKOVSKY write music for the fairytale The Sleeping Beauty. Its premiere

in 1890 was a major success and turned ballet music into an independently valued genre of art. You've
probably heard the “Waltz” from the ballet (played on the protagonist’s birthday) with lyrics added in

Disney’s classic animated rendition of the tale.
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Dr. LIU Hsin-Hung holds a Doctor of Musical Arts degree from the Univer-
sity of Washington and is currently a professor at Tainan Theological
College. He was a visiting scholar at the University of British Columbia and
Vancouver School of Theology in 2015 and 2016. LIU is a8 member of the
American Guild of Organists (AGO) and serves as the chair of the AGO's
Taiwan Chapter.
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Abby CHU is Orgelkids Taiwan music director. She graduated from Nation-
al Kaohsiung Normal University studying Performing Arts and has served
as a host of Educational Lecture Recitals for Organ, lecturer of the Organ
Workshop in Weiwuying and Pingtung Performing Arts Center, the music
director of Orgelkids Taiwan Summer Music Camp.
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Asia’s largest and most unique pipe organ is right here at Weiwuying.
You'll learn all about it in this vividly illustrated book!
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